[The role of the bacteriological laboratory in the criteria for choosing and monitoring antibiotic treatment].
The constant development of clinical bacteriology and the consequence this has on the way an infected patient is approached and treated require that be examined a bacteriology laboratory's contribution in choosing and monitoring an antibiotic treatment. In the economic context of hospitals, one of the aims is to rationalize the prescription of biological investigations, as well as that of antibiotic treatments. The patient's history, his clinical state as well as the place where he has been admitted must be taken into account to establish, together with microbiologists, a hierarchy of the biological investigations required and to adapt the antibiotic treatment. In the laboratory, both the bacteriostatic and bactericidal sensitivity to antibiotics may be assessed in vitro. The best therapeutic antibiotic concentrations may be obtained by monitoring the pharmacokinetics of antibiotics.